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SOUTH FLORIDA HIP-HOP AND e
STRINGS DUO BLACK VIOLIN ARE oy
BOLDLY BLENDING MUSIC GENRES
WITH A FRESH, MODERN SOUND

ev Marcus is cozied up in his
favorite sweatpants, American
Giant hoodie and Ferragamo

sneakers. The 37-year-old violinist is on Black *

By Christina Cush

Violin’s tour bus, heading to Kalamazoo,
Michigan, talking about obstacles he’s
overcome and the ones he knows are coming. |

In the midst of their 135-stop American |
tour, Black Violin, a hip-hop strings duo, -
have been throwing down a 100-minute
show that leaves Marcus feeling both
high and drained.

Easy to chat with, Marcus
thoughtfully reflects back on
the moment when he met Wil
Baptiste, 38, now his partner in
Black Violin, in music class;at Fort
Lauderdale’s Dillard High S¢hool. He
recalls the group’s first big break in 2005
on Showtime at the Apollo and eXpresses
gratitude for the gigs and exposure they
get from supportive superstar pal Alicia
Keys. Below, more on the duo and their
“slow snowball roll” to “becoming a -
household name.”

DESCRIBE YOUR RIDE SINGE YOU BECAME A BAND.

It took us 15 years to get here, and

| don’t take it for granted. Once I’'m
on the tour bus, | recognize what I’'m
doing. But it’s hard being away 21
days at a time from your kids, wife, .
dog and bed. -
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ROBIN ABRAHAM

Serving Jacksonville &
Surrounding Areas Since 2002
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